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sentence to slavery all who presume to 
differ from themselves. The pious mem- 
ber of the Church of England says, " I 
cannot- assimilate with the Papist, for he 
calls me a heretic, and excludes me from 
salvation." Gracious Heavens ! and are 
our ears and our understandings to be in- 
sulted -with such ridiculous nonsense in the 
nineteenth century? If I could imagine, 
for an instant, that you, my Catholic bre- 
thren, really believe such an abominable 
doctrine, 1 would consider you as degrad- 
ed below the rank of men. But, thanks 
be to God, the gloomy night of intellectual 
darkness is long since past ; the reign of 
credulity is at an end. Your adversaries, 
therefore, are highly unjustifiable in bring- 
ing charges against you, which they can- 
not substantiate; it clearly evinces that 
they are alike destitute of charity and good 
sense : for those who accuse you of en- 
tertaining such sentiments, have nothing 
else to allege in support of their assertions, 
except some obsolete canons of your church. 
Now, this mode of reasoning is unfair in 
the extreme, and every Protestant must 
know that it may be equally applied against 
himself: he must know, that there are 
some things still remaining in the litter of 
his creed, which he finds it necessary to 
construe according to his own interpreta- 
tion. He should consequently grant to 
others that indulgeuce he requires for him- 
«elf. All we have any right to demand 
from our neighbour, is an obliging peace- 
able demeanor : with this we ought to be 
content, and leave the rest to God, who is 
far more merciful to us, than we are to 
«ach other. Study! then, my Catholic 



brethren, laying aside all speculative dis- 
quisitions, to act according to the moral 
law of that religion which we both pro- 
fess—the religion of l he Gospel j^and, " if 
it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
quietly with all men." This will be your 
surest road to viuory : this will lead to the 
consummation of your wishes. The male- 
volent fabrications of your despicable op- 
ponents shall thus meet with that contempt 
which is their just reward : every virtuous 
man must become your friend : the voice 
of reason will make itself be heard : and 
the emancipation of her children will re- 
store to Ireland, that harmony which has 
long been an exile from her shores ! 

Lamleg, Sept. 20th, 181M. M D. 



To tic Proprietors of the Belfatt Magazine, 



I have heard, that it has been said, with 
some confidence, by certain of theOrangists, 
that the Synod of Ulster's declaration re- 
specting civil and religious liberty, is like- 
ly to do them much injury with their peo- 
ple. They say, that the Ministers had no 
business to intermeddle with_politics ; and 
that they would not be surprised, if many 
loyal men should, for this improper expres- 
sion of sentiment, withdraw; themselves 
from their communion, and go i<> Church, 
This subject furnishes materials for a few 
remarks, and some gloomy reflections, on 
the times in which we live. 

An Obsirveb. 



AGRICULTURAL -REPORT. 

Prom the 20th Augait to the 20th September, 1813. 



Attir a long time of parching dry weather, a change took place about the beginning 
of this month, and a great deal of rain fell for several weeks, accompanied by high 
winds, which beat down thestanding corn, did considerable injury to thegrain, and for some 
time had the appearance of producing a serious alteration in the prospect of plenty, 
which the abundance of the crops had presented. A favourable change in the weather 
has now removed the fears that had been entertained, and the harvest is likely tu be 
secured Without much further loss- 

The blast, so much complained of in the Wheat crops, appears to be pretty general 
in some districts, in others there is very little injury likely to be sustained from it; 
much diversity of sentiment has prevailed among agriculturalists as to the cause of thi» 
distemper, and various methods prescribed for its prevention. The writer of this re 
port does not presume to give a decided opiuion, on the subject, much less to dictate 
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to others ; but he may be allowed to say, that for many years he has been in the prac- 
tice of immersing his seed wheat iii a strong pickle of salt and water, throwing away at! 
the grains that floated, and drying the seed with lime. Whilst he uniformly adhered 
to this practice he has never had occasion to complain of blast in his crops ; and in 
some cases where it was neglected, the distemper has been observed. Thi* year he 
had seven fields sown with wheat, in different farms, and various soils; in one of those 
fields a great deal of blast was observed, whilst the other six were quite free from it ; 
and on remarking the defect to some of his servants, they informed him, that the 
seed sown in that field had not received the usual previous preparation. 

If any persons are disposed to try this method, it may be necessary to inform them, 
that the wheat is put into the pickle through a riddle, that by its falling in a regular 
manner, the light grains may float, and not be pressed to the bottom by the heavy ones, 
which is the case when it i» put into the vessel in bulk, and even stirring it will not 
bring up all the defective grains. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Trabb continues i» an unsettled state, owing to the fluctuation} occasioned by the 
war. The flattering hopes of to-day are often disappointed by the political events of 
to-morrow. The merchant, at one time, lays out his account on the speculation of the 
ports of the North of Europe being open, and, before the maturity of his plans, he 
finds a probability of their being shut. ' Thus the best concerted plans are often frus- 
trated, and perceiving so great uncertainty to prevail, the once Careful merchant sub- 
mits to the exigencies of the times, and finding, to his cost, prudence often? unavailing, 
loses his caution, and acts too much at random. Such a state of affairs produces an in- 
jurious influence, more than is generally supposed, on public manners, and tends con- 
siderably to the deterioration of the national character. A fondness for war is the con- 
sequence, to which, from the long habits of 20 years, many become reconciled, a 
supposing the evils of inevitable necessity, and submit to them, as in the necessary orde 
of things, without making a single effort to remonstrate, tn the mean time, the effects 
of the war are little noticed, but they regularly proceed unmarked in the descending 
series. 

Bullion continues to rise in value. Gold was lately in London at £.5 1 5s. per ounce, 
and silver at 7s. 6d. ; leaving, at a rate of comparison with the mint price, the bank 
note for £1. worth only 13s. 4d. If we would deign to receive instructions from other 
countries, Austria affords a warning. I*aper-inoney at Vienna is at present depreciated 
to one-half of its nominal value. We are rapidly following in the same career, and 
scarcely a month passes, but in our report we have to announce a rapid approximation 
to the same state. The act which prevents guineas from being an open marketable 
commodity, may hide the danger from the unsuspecting and the unreflecting, but never- 
theless it is not less real. 

The trade for coarse linens is good at present for the draper. The brown cost is low, 
and there is a brisk demand for them white, to make shirts for soldiers. Thus war is 
our staple trade, and only the articles influenced by it flourish. The trade for fine linens 
is not improved. The exigencies of the times keep back purchasers, as long a* they can 
withhold. They try to make their old stock last a little longer, or they substitute fabric* 
of cotton, as costing less in the first instance. 

Sugar continues to advance, as the usual supplies have not arrived from the West 
Indies. Sugar plantations have been for a long time unprofitable to the planter, from 
the low price of sugar, since the want of a regular market on the Continent of Europe. 
This year may perhaps make some amends. 

Distillation from grain is to be permitted in Ireland from the 14thof next month. 
Government are in haste to avail themselves of their share of the profit arising from tht* 
manufacture of this liquid poison. 

Exchange on .London, both in Belfast and Dublin, has mostly kept at from 3j to 4> 
per cent, during this month. 



